
 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
1. How will GT identified students be served in the Two-Way Dual Language Enrichment Program? 

a. Students identified as GT will be served in the same manner as any other GT 
    student in GISD. 
 

2. When/How will you determine if the program is successful? 
a. Student progress will be monitored consistently to ensure that all students are 
    successful academically. A program evaluation will be completed at the end of  
    the school year to ensure continued success. 
 

3. What texts will be used for math and science? 
a. The GISD curriculum will be utilized in math and science. Supplemental 
    resources will be used to enrich the curriculum. 
 

4. When is Spanish offered to GISD students after 6th grade? 
a. Currently, Spanish is offered beginning in 7th grade as an elective course and 
     is offered through 12th grade. Gainesville Junior High School provides a 
    Spanish Language Arts elective class to meet the needs of our two-way dual 
    language students. Information regarding this class is provided to 6th grade 
    parents when they register for Junior High. 
 

5. Will students be allowed to use their native language on days they are instructed in 
    their “second” language? 

a. Students will always be allowed to use their language of choice in social 
settings and emergency situations. However, to fully develop bilingualism the instructional 
language will be encouraged. 
 

6. What is the participation ratio of native English speakers to native Spanish speakers 
     in the program? 

a. The (PK-6) classes at GISD are comprised of approximately 40% native 
English speakers and 60% Spanish speakers. State requirements limit the participation of 
native English speakers to 40% of the students in the program. This will impact the number of 
native English speakers who will be able to participate in the program. The registration 
process will adhere to the student ratios and therefore, the number of native English 
speakers who will be able to participate will depend on the number of native Spanish 
speakers registered in the program. 
 

7. Is there a pre-developed program that you are following? 
a. We are utilizing GISD’s curriculum following the Gomez and Gomez Two-Way 
    Dual Language Enrichment Model.  
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One teacher will speak to students only in English and the other only in Spanish. 
 

8. If my child is not selected through the lottery this year, will there be an opportunity to  



    enter the program in 1st or 2nd grade? 
a. Enrollment to the program for native English speaking students is only 
    available to Kinder and 1st grade students depending on space available and 
    maintaining state requirements of native English to native Spanish enrollment 
    ratio. 
b. Students in 2nd-5th grade who have participated in two-way dual language 

programs in other districts may enroll in the program depending on available space, state 
requirements of native English to native Spanish speakers enrollment ratio, and Oral 
Language Proficient Test performance. This will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 

9. Will younger siblings of DL students be guaranteed a spot when they begin 
    Kindergarten? 

a. Our goal is to keep the families of students intact as they begin the Two-Way 
Dual Language Program. Due to changes in enrollment and program demand, siblings are 
not guaranteed. 
 

10. How is homework handled for parents who only speak their student’s native 
      language? 

a. Homework that is not in a family’s native language will only be sent home 
when a student can adequately complete it independently or with proper instructions for 
parents in the native language. 

 
11. How does class size in dual language compare to all other classes? 

a. Ideal class size in the dual language program will be 18 to 22 students, so an 
    even number of Spanish and English students can be accommodated. Of 
    course, actual enrollment numbers will determine class size. The limit will be 
    22 per class. 
 

12. Is there a possibility that GISD will discontinue the program? 
a. GISD is committed to continuing this program.  

 
13. Are there any requirements for enrolling or participating in the program for native 
      English speakers? 

a. Please review the Enrollment Information and Dates document in this packet 
for specific time-line and due dates. 

b. Requirements: 
i. Enrollment packet turned in or completed online by the due date 
ii. Participation in information meeting prior to enrollment 
iii. Students are tested in both languages to meet entrance criteria 
iv. Fluency in native language as determined by oral assessment is highly 
    recommended 
v. Selection process is finalized 

   vi. Lottery is held, if needed 
vii. Parent/guardian commitment to participate in the program through elementary school 
 

18. Why is it important for my English speaking student to be a fluent speaker in his/her 
      native language? 

a. Part of the program’s success for meeting the needs of second language 
learners is based on having strong language models. Students will be modeling for each 
other and working together to develop a second language. 

 
 

 
 

 


